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Mission
Leadership Siouxland develops a broad based source of informed, civic 
oriented leaders who aspire to help direct the future of our community.

Purpose
The purpose of Leadership Siouxland is to identify and train outstanding 
individuals representing diverse views and experience to assume leadership 
roles in economic, cultural, philanthropic and civic development for the tri-
state area.

Board of Directors
Executive Director – Amanda Beller 
Windows America, Class of 2000

President – Angel Wallace 
City of Sioux City, Class of 2009

Vice-President – Dawn Stansbury 
Sioux City Community Schools, Class of 2007

Past President – Lisa Claeys 
Sioux City Police Department, Class of 2005

Treasurer – Teresa Ramold 
US Bank

Secretary – Sharon Robertson

Brian Crichton 
CMBA Architects, Class of 2002

Linnea Fletcher 
Jackson Recovery, Class of 2005

Gloria James 
Sioux City Community Schools, Class of 1999

Vilay Keokenchanh 
Goodwill Industries

Tammie Pech 
Siouxland American Red Cross, Class of 2007

Kathy Perret 
Northwest Area Education Agency, Class of 2010

Carrie Radloff 
Tri-State Graduate Center, Class of 2005

Chris Radloff 
HippieBoy Design, Class of 2008

Ike Rayford 
Habitat for Humanity ReStore, Class of 2009

Emma Rooney 
Argosy Casino

Angie Schneiderman 
Berenstein Moore Law Firm, Class of 2009

Brad Thelander 
185th Air Refueling Wing

Tonya Vakulskas 
United Realty

http://leadershipsiouxland.org
http://www.hippieboydesign.com
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Orientation

Economic Development

Law Enforcement

Education

Arts in Siouxland

Non-Profits and Volunteerism

Ethnic & Cultural Diversity

Government & Politics

Project 
Presentations

Graduation 
Banquet

Program Sessions
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Amanda Beller
Executive Director, Leadership Siouxland

I was lucky enough to relocate to Sioux City nearly 15 years ago from 
Lincoln, Nebraska. After a blind date (with my now-husband), the rest—as 
they say—is history!

Originally born in St. Joseph, Missouri, my mother was general manager of 
television stations, and we moved a lot! So, by high school graduation, I had 
attended 12 schools. All that moving was tough as a teenager, but now I see 
it made me become more flexible and taught me to meet new people.

I joke that my liberal arts background ruined me. I have many different 
interests… and so, I’ve been lucky enough to try many different things too!

With over 10 years in banking, it was interesting transitioning into sales 
management and training, then into marketing. I originally started with 
Norwest (now Wells Fargo) while in college in Lincoln. My last position in 
banking was with First Federal (now Vantus) and it was during this time I 
was able to participate in Leadership Siouxland.

I was thrilled with the Leadership program and immediately joined the 
curriculum committee. Shortly after, I was asked to join the Board.

From banking I went on to promote pop corn while working in marketing 
and PR at Jolly Time Pop Corn as Director of Marketing Communications.

While spending time writing about pop corn, I realized writing is a real 
passion for me. At that point I spent time doing freelancing. This writing 
was done with newspapers, entertainment guides and I also consulted on 
political campaigns writing and creating marketing materials. One of my 
favorite endeavors was time spent consulting with an agency based in Boston. 
The focus was creating collateral pieces and marketing aspects for higher 
education. It was a great opportunity to meet new people, travel and grow!

In addition, 
during this time 
I also enjoyed the 
opportunity to 
teach a number of 
different advertising, 
marketing and 
communication 
courses at USD and 
also Morningside 
College.

After all that 
excitement (and three 
children under the age 
of three), we needed 
some flexibility.

Having recently opened a small business (Lightning Car Wash in South 
Sioux City and Sergeant Bluff in 2001), we decided to plunge into a new 
business. We opened Windows America. It has been an exciting opportunity! 
I learn something new every day, get flexibility with family time (or more 
specifically hockey time), and along with my husband, work my tail off to 
make the business grow!

When the Leadership Executive Director position became available, I 
wanted to be a permanent part of this group I had been active with for so 
long. It is a wonderful program and I hope you appreciate it and find as much 
growth as I have—thanks to the program!

http://leadershipsiouxland.org
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Dr. Richard Ayi
St. Luke’s

Education (Graduated with honors in all three programs):

Doctor of Education-University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD

Master of Engineering (Industrial Engineering)- Morgan State University, 
Baltimore, MD

Bachelor of Science (Mechanical Engineering)- University of Science and 
Technology- Kumasi, Ghana

Employment History

1.	 Executive Dean and Chief Academic Officer 
St Luke’s College, Sioux City, IA

2.	 Process Engineer 
Pharmaceutical Operations, Pfizer Inc., Lincoln, NE

3.	 Process Engineer 
Plastic Compounding, Adell Manufacturing, Baltimore, MD

4.	 Engineering Manager 
Pee Wood Processing, Accra, Ghana

5.	 Projects Engineer 
Unilever Ghana Ltd., Tema, Ghana

Family

Wife is an infectious 
disease consultant in 
Siouxland and have 
three sons.

Hobby

Playing Chess, 
traveling, reading and 
watching movies.

Goal

To educate my 
generation to make smart and 
healthy decisions

Richard Ayi, Ed.D., M.E., B.Sc. 
Executive Dean/Chief Academic Officer 
St. Luke’s College | 2720 Stone Park Blvd 
Sioux City, IA | Phone 712.279.3187 |FAX 712.234.8017

http://leadershipsiouxland.org
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Brianna Blomberg
Argosy Casino

	My name is Brianna Blomberg. I am a proud single mother of a 
beautiful 11 year old daughter who takes up every minute of my time.  
I was born in Estherville IA. I came to Sioux City when I was a year 
old. I graduated high school two years early and enrolled into college 
at WITT at 16. Receive my Associates Degree and in Nursing.  I 
however did not use my degree in nursing. I found myself in the 
marketing department at Argosy Casino at the age of 18 and loved 
it! Now eight years later I am the Marketing Supervisor.

	As the Marketing Supervisor at Argosy Casino I am in charge of 
trafficking all of the art work for our direct mail pieces, outdoor 
creative, Journal ads, and TV. As a member of the marketing team 
I help plan promotions to keep the casino exciting and players 
interested I also am player development supervisor. I have three 
host who I help figure out ways to get our VIP players in the door 
and keep them coming back. We also come up with exclusive VIP 
events for them to feel like they are our top players.

http://leadershipsiouxland.org
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Gerald “Jerry” Chettinger
Great West Casualty

I arrived in Sioux City, Iowa in 1980 with a quality education in mind.  I found Briar Cliff 
College, which provided an excellent opportunity for a career. 

I started work at IBP/Tyson in the spring of 1985 and remained employed there until 
2003.   In 2003 I made the move to Great West Casualty Company which is an Insurer of 
Trucking Businesses. My job description is Physical Damage and Cargo Claims adjuster.

In 1988 I married wife Cindy at Morningside Reformed Church now known as Sunny 
Brook Community Church. Cindy is employed at Northwest Area Education as an Early 
Childhood  Department Supervisor.  We have three children. Our oldest daughter is 
Lindsey, who is a 1st grade teacher in the Denison School District.  Lindsey was recently 
married this summer to Isaac Petersen. Next in line is our daughter, Jena who is a Dental 
Hygienist for Donna Prince Dentistry in Sioux City, Iowa. Finally but not least is our son, 
Ross who attends college at UNI in Cedar Falls, Iowa. 

I spent many years coaching soccer, basketball, and other sports activities with many wins 
and losses, but improving each child’s individual’s team skills was the highlight of the 
experience. Success is spending time teaching and coaching the youth of our community. 
I have helped them identify and accomplish developmental goals.

I am an out door enthusiast, spending much of my time with friends and family boating, 
fishing, hunting, and golfing.  I find the time I spend with friends and family to be very 
exhilarating. 

I found spiritual growth by being a youth leader at Sunny Brook Community Church, 
where we spent time sharing ideas about their social life and spiritual life. 

I really enjoy setting a goal and following it through to completion.

http://leadershipsiouxland.org
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April Countryman
Prime Bank

I am a single mom, age 30. I live in Morningside with my boyfriend, Aaron and my 
two kids, Gracie - age 9, and Quinn - age 6. I also have a Yorkie mix dog named 
Sophie. 

I was born and raised in Moville. After high school graduation, I decided to move 
to Cedar Rapids, IA to attend Kirkwood Community College. I graduated with my 
Paralegal Degree. After getting married and having two children, my husband and 
I decided to move back to Siouxland to raise our family. I am so happy I made that 
decision. We are so happy to be living here, and I feel “safe”. Even though Sioux City is 
considered a larger city, it feels like a small town to me. I feel okay with my kids playing 
outside.

I have since gotten a divorce, and I have primary custody of my two kids. I have a very 
generous family, who helps me out as much as they possible can with my kids. FAMILY 
means everything to me. I feel extremely grateful to have them in my life.

I love to shop, shop, shop! That is definitely a favorite hobby of mine. I also enjoy reading, 
going to movies solo (some may think that is odd, I REALLY enjoy it), and I also enjoy 
anything that tailors around my two kids. My daughter is extremely “girly” so it’s fun to 
have girls only weekends, while my son is extremely “boyish” so it’s nice to make mud pies 
and play in the dirt with him. I truly have the best of both worlds.

I enjoy making other people happy. While I get to do this at my job, I also feel my calling 
is out there to reach out to single parents, and children of divorced homes. I feel so 
fortunate to have what I have, and am so thankful each and every day.

http://leadershipsiouxland.org
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Heather Daly
Mercy Medical Center

I am married and have two children in college, and a cute dog.  My bachelor’s degree is 
in Psychology, and I have a MBA with a focus in International Management.   I work 
at Mercy Medical Center as the Business Manager in Surgical Services.  I have lived 
in the Siouxland area for about 16 years, having moved here for my husband’s job with 
Gateway.  I enjoy travelling, reading, outdoors activities, and eating out!  Since our 
youngest just went off to college, I now have more time to volunteer and I am looking 
forward to representing Mercy in a leadership capacity in the Siouxland area.

http://leadershipsiouxland.org
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Willie Delfs
Able Home Builders

Born and raised in Sioux City - Life long resident.

Family is a relationship that gives you the opportunity to share love, ideals, 
and goals. Happily married for 31+ years, with five children - Chris, 30, is 
a realtor with Henry Homes as well as a counselor-social worker with three 
children, Will, Winston, and Wiley. Jennifer, 29, is studying medicine 
University of Iowa and has three children, Evelyn 12, Ivan, and Alexander. 	
Jacob, 28, is Vocal Music Director at Bishop Heelan High School. Anthony, 
24, is Office Manager at Henry Homes. Daniel, 22, is a cook. 

Success in my world is… Waking up every day and enjoying what I do. 
Providing a service to people that is appreciated. Enjoying friends and family.

Education

•	 Graduated from Morningside College in 1983 with a BS in Business 
Administration with minor in Psychology.

Career
•	 Able Glass and Board-Up - Partner - Glass Repair Business - 1979-1982
•	 Delfs Brothers Construction - Partner - Construction Company - 1982-

1987
•	 Iowa Beef Processors - Computer Analyst 1983-1990
•	 Triple D Saloon - Partner - Saloon Business - 1984-1985
•	 Iowa National Guard - Records Specialist - 1985-1991
•	 Able Development Corporation - Partner Property Management/

development 1987-Present
•	 LeMars Mutual Insurance - Computer Analyst - 1990-1991
•	 Able Homebuilders - Partner - Construction Business - 1991-Present

Pets – 	Baloo (Purebred Chow)
deceased 2011. Buddha (tiger 
cat). Wildlife - deer, turkey, 
fox, wood chucks, possums, 
racoons, birds - in the back 
yard.

Hobbies – 	Gardening, fishing, 
golfing, entertaining.

Volunteer work
•	 Sioux City Morning Optimists - President
•	 HBA of Greater Siouxland - President
•	 HBA of Iowa - President
•	 Mental Health Association of Siouxland - President
•	 Siouxland Sleepout - Event Coordinator
•	 Habitat for Humanity - Blitz Build
•	 Ronald McDonald House - Construction Services
•	 Welcome Home - Transitional Housing for needy families
•	 Henry Muller Hall - Transitional housing for men that are recovering 

from drug and alcohol addiction
Community involvement - City of Sioux City Housing Code Review Board

Aspirations –  	Enjoy my profession as long as I can. Continue to donate 
my time and talents where needed in the community. Enjoy my family and 
friends. I really enjoy sharing time with people that are positive, helping 
to be a part of something that makes a difference in other peoples lives, 
enjoying the blessings that have been given me.

http://leadershipsiouxland.org
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Randy Ehlers
Siouxland PACE Executive Director (St. Lukes Medical Center)

I have recently relocated to Sioux City (August 15, 2011) to begin my job as 
Executive Director of Siouxland PACE, a health and human service program 
that serves vulnerable elderly clients in a six county region surrounding Sioux 
City. PACE is a program operated by St. Lukes.

My family includes my wife Donna who has most recently worked in a 
financial planning office, and now will be looking for work in Sioux City. My 
children include:

•	 Elizabeth Richters (married to Devin) – Living in Trent, SD, and working 
in Sioux Falls as a Day Care Center teacher. Devin is a student at South 
Dakota State.

•	 Steve is a student at Northwestern College in Orange City, IA

•	 Jon is a student at SE Tech College in Sioux Falls, SD

Success to me is defined to me as giving 100% effort each day to God, my 
wife, children, and my employer, including the staff and clients working with 
Siouxland PACE. Hopefully at the end of the day, I have done something 
to honor God, and show His love to all people I come in contact with. I also 
seek to grow in my skills and abilities as an employee, husband, and father.

Education:
•	 Luverne, MN High School
•	 Northwestern College, Orange City IA (Bachelors, Social Work)
•	 University of IA (Masters, Social Work)
Career Path
•	 Past experience working with adults with disabilities at Village NW 

Unlimited in Sheldon IA.

•	 Experience as a nursing home 
social worker at a State Veterans 
Nursing home. Most recently, 
seventeen years as director of Rock 
County Family Service Agency, 
administering federal, state, and 
local health and human service 
programs.

Hobbies:
•	 Music, reading, exercising, biking, and traveling to spend time with my 

children.
•	 Big sports fan!!

Volunteer work
•	 Past experience in leadership positions within my church.
•	 Tri State Band Festival Board of Directors
•	 Habitat For Humanity
•	 School Backpack Food program

Community Involvement
•	 I’m looking forward to getting to know the Sioux City community, 

and learn about groups that serve and advocate for our most vulnerable 
citizens.

Aspirations
•	 ??? To settle into Sioux City and take in the many opportunities for 

volunteer work, and recreation and leisure activities.

I’m looking forward to participating in Leadership Siouxland, and meeting 
and learning from other leaders from Sioux City!

http://leadershipsiouxland.org
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Shawn Fick
Western Iowa Tech Community College

I moved to Vermillion in 1992 to attend classes at the University of South 
Dakota. I graduated in 1997 with my Bachelor’s Degree double majoring 
in history and economics with a minor in criminal justice. I worked part 
time at the university’s security office to help put myself through school and 
enjoyed it so much I applied for and was hired as a patrol officer for the city 
of Vermillion. While working as an officer I also worked on completing my 
Master’s Degree in history which I finally completed in 2004.

It was because of my work at the university security office and as a patrol 
officer that I met my wife, Shelley, and her son, Greg.  We married in 2003 
and had another son, Nathaniel, in 2004. We lived in Vermillion until the 
spring of 2010 when we finally completed all of the renovations to our first 
home. Since it was finished and exactly the way we wanted it, we put it on 
the market, sold it ten days later, and moved to a beautiful acreage in just 
north of Vermillion. Depending on the time of year we have calves, pigs, 
chickens, cats, and dogs which give Nathan a chance to experience “chores” 
and learning responsibility.  Greg got to enjoy the same chores for about a 
year but he has now moved on to Mitchell Tech College where he is pursuing 
a career as a power-lineman. My wife Shelley has her own family daycare 
and preschool helping to shape and mold young minds for more than twenty 
years.

When I am not at work I am usually working on my acreage trying to get 
things finished, built, and otherwise ready for winter since work on a “farm” 
is never done. If not spending time there, I am usually at practice or a game 
for flag football or soccer, teaching Cub Scouts for Nathan’s den, or some 
other event that he is attending or interested in during the year. Although 
it hurts year after year, this year of course being no exception, I am a 
Minnesota Vikings and Twins fan. I am also active at church, the Masons, 
and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. If I have time, my 4-wheeler helps me 
have fun all year long-snow or dirt. 

After starting at the 
police department 
in 1997 I worked 
as a patrol officer 
until 2001 when I 
was promoted to 
detective. During 
the next two years 
I worked on every 
imaginable case 
possible including 
rape and murder. 
In 2003 I was 
promoted to the 
rank of sergeant and served there until leaving 
the department in September 2009. 

It was at that time I started at Western Iowa Tech Community College 
(WITCC) serving as the Assistant Director of Job Training Partners (JTP). 
My duties include oversight of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Youth, 
Dislocated Workers, and Adult Programs in addition to the Promise Jobs 
(TANF) program which is split between Iowa Workforce Development 
(IWD) and WITCC. JTP is also responsible as a partner agency for the 
implementation of the John Morrell National Emergency Grant awarded 
by the U.S. Department of Labor to the state IWD office. Together with 
our partner agencies we have enrolled 800 former employees in to the grant 
with the long term goal of keeping them in the area by retraining them for 
jobs that are available in Siouxland. Our office also works directly with other 
partner agencies in the area including but not limited to IWD, Community 
Action Agency, Goodwill Industries, Vocational Rehabilitation, Women 
Aware, and the Iowa Department of Human Services.
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James Furkis
M+ Architects

I came to Siouxland as a result of my career path, Architecture, which I decided was what I 
wanted to do while in High School. I chose Architecture initially because “I like to draw and 
like to work out how buildings go together”. I realized after studying Architecture at a two-
week college program at Ball State University in Muncie, IN between my Junior and Senior 
year of High School that it was for sure what I wanted to do with my life. Upon graduating 
from West Noble High School in Ligonier, Indiana, a small town in Northeast Indiana, 
in 1995, I went to the University of Detroit Mercy (UDM) in Detroit, Michigan where I 
studied Architecture and earned my Bachelor and Master of Architecture during six years 
of College. I chose UDM because I was offered a half tuition scholarship for Academics 
and most of the rest of school was paid for by a Track Scholarship. I also am a long distance 
runner and really found out about UDM because I was recruited to run Cross Country and 
Indoor and Outdoor Track for UDM, which I ran varsity for 4 years and coached 2 years. 
I really enjoyed my College experience and continue to be supportive of the school in any 
way I can.

Of course Architecture is a complex field and there is not enough space to describe it 
completely here, but one of the best ways I have heard it described is “an Architect has to 
know a lot of information about a lot of different things”. So after the ups and downs of 
the economy from 2000-2011 in Indiana and Michigan, I found a great job opportunity 
at M+ Architects in Sioux City in March of 2011. I had never been to Sioux City before, 
only as far as Des Moines in Iowa, running at the Drake Relays while in college. I knew 
I liked Iowa, and my wife (Erica) came with me to the interview in April of 2011 and we 
decided we really like Sioux City. So we decided to relocate from Southern Michigan 
where we were living. We purchased an old house on a small farm at the end of June 
just outside of Sioux City where we can keep our horses and are very happy with it. I 
was already a Licensed Architect in Indiana and Michigan with a National Council of 
Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) certificate which allowed me to easily obtain an Iowa Architecture 
License and I can also obtain other states as needed with my certificate. Working as a Project Manager at M+ Architecture is going very well and I 
am really enjoying it. Erica was able to obtain employment after moving to Sioux City also. There have been a lot of adjustments in the past six months, but we 
are very thankful for everything. 
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My name is Charlotte Gorter and I am a native of Sioux City. The past seven 
years I have been a police officer with the Sioux City Police department. I 
currently am assigned to patrol on Watch II and primarily work the north 
side of Sioux City. I currently serve on the Police Association board as a 
recording secretary.

I have four kids and a fantastic husband. We enjoy spending time camping, 
fishing and traveling. One of our passions is our missionary work in Pignon, 
Haiti. This year will be our seventh year serving the less fortunate in Haiti. 
During our ten days there, we deliver rice and beans to needy families, 
rebuild homes and public buildings, and evangelize with the sick in the 
hospital. 

I volunteer my time mentoring children at a local middle school. I have a 
group of four students that I meet with weekly. We encourage and support 
one another to achieve and overcome life obstacles. We hold one another 
accountable for attendance, grades and behavior. 

I also volunteer at my church. I am the leader of a financial ministry that 
assists local families in need. We also support women’s, men and children’s 
programs to enhance their faith.

The past two years, I have been recognized by my employer for my volunteer 
and missionary work and have received the humanitarian award. 

We have a new addition to our family. Chief is a one year old white terrier. 
He is a snuggler and loves to go on car rides. We also have two stray cats that 
have decided to stake their claim on our patio. My daughter doesn’t help the 
situation by supplying a fresh bowl of milk each morning. 

Personal Message: To succeed in life you need to have a wishbone, a 
backbone and a funny bone. 

Charlotte Gorter
Sioux City Police Department
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Jason Hamer
US Bank

Family 
I was born in 1980 in LeMars, as the youngest of 4 children. I have 1 older 
Brother (Brian) and 2 older Sisters (Kris & Shelly). My parents (Larry & 
Linda) have been married for 40 years as of this August and still live in 
LeMars. I now live in Sioux City on the North-side with my wife of 9 years, 
Jodi, and our 2 little girls. Kylie is 5 and she is in Kindergarten at Bryant 
School, and Khloe is 2. My family members, even the in-laws all get along 
great, which we are extremely blessed for this to be the case. There is nothing 
more important to me than my family.

	Success in my world is… 
First and foremost, being the best husband and father that I can be. In 
my career, success means doing work that I enjoy and making a positive 
difference in the people that I have contact with everyday, whether it is 
customers or co-workers.

Education 
I graduated from LeMars Community High School in 1998. After that I 
attended WIT for one Semester and had no clue what I wanted to major 
in, so I moved up to Sioux Falls with my brother and his wife and started 
working.

Career 
I have worked for US Bank for close to 9 years in different capacities such 
as: Teller Supervisor, Universal Banker, Personal Banker, Branch Manager, 
Licensed Branch Manager/Officer. I have worked in a variety of other 
industries as well, as I was starting my carreer path such as: Retail Sales, 
Grocery, Construction, Television Camera-man, Banquet Service at a 
Country Club, Gateway Computer Sales.

Hobbies 
I am a huge sports 
fan, following the; 
Vikings, Twins and 
Iowa Hawkeyes. I 
also love to golf, and 
do so, every chance I 
get from the Spring 
to the Fall. My wife 
also loves to golf 
and Kylie is really 
starting to get 
interested in this 
as well, and doing 
pretty well for a 5 
year old!! My other 
passion is Grilling out and cooking 
things on my Smoker. I’m starting to experiment now with my own Rubs 
and Barbeque Sauces.

Volunteer Work 
My biggest passion that I am involved in now is a program called Kids 4 
Christ that we run through our Church. That provides a meal and classroom 
activities that the kids are able to choose for 6 weeks at a time in the evening. 
I love seeing them have fun and learn new things every week!
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Mark Hantla
My name is Mark Hantla, and I am many things: a lifelong resident of 
the Siouxland area, an adult mentor, a grant writer, a brother, a son. Born 
and raised in Sioux City, Iowa, I attended East High School, and later 
Morningside College. After a long and winding college career, I graduated 
in 2010 with a Religious Studies degree. Since graduating, I’ve been working 
at Goodwill Industries in Sioux City as a Project Specialist. Highlights of 
my career so far include writing multiple grant applications to benefit Camp 
Goodwill and Goodwill’s vocational programs as well as chairing Goodwill’s 
Culture Committee. My current career interests are in the nonprofit world, 
and I am interested in learning about organizational structure, motivation 
and incentives.

Outside of work, I have many interests and hobbies. One of my proudest 
recent accomplishments is serving as an adult mentor and member of Soccer 
for Siouxland, a youth-driven group dedicated to providing free places to play 
soccer in Siouxland parks. I also mentor four West Middle School students 
with career-focused mentoring. I love exploring, and spend hours each 
week on my bicycle travelling around Plymouth and Woodbury Counties. 
This year I’m excited to be riding RAGBRAI for the first time. I also love 
photography, philosophy, writing, cooking, and learning. I’m interested in 
continuous self-improvement—if I’m not growing, I’m stagnating. For me, 
success is summoning the strength to engage in each moment as fully as 
possible.
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Beatrice Houston
Western Iowa Technical Community College
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Holly June
Security National Bank

Hi! My name is Holly June and I have lived in Sioux City all my life until 
recently moving to McCook Lake, SD. My husband’s name is Jon and we 
have been married for seven years. We have a very handsome little boy 
whose name is Kobey who is 9 and attends Dakota Valley as a 3rd grader.

 I am a Mortgage Loan Originator for Security National Bank and I have 
been with this organization for seven wonderful years. I love to bowl, play 
dart and try to golf! Our son keeps us very busy as he is active in baseball, 
football and basketball. We are constantly on the go and when we are 
not busy with him we try to volunteer our time with the American Heart 
Association, bowling for Big Brothers and Big Sisters and bowling for Junior 
Achievement. 

We love to spend time with our family and friends and we love to watch 
football in our home! GO HAWKEYES!!!!
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Jean Knox
Siouxland Red Cross

I was born in Yankton South Dakota and moved to the Sioux City area when I was 
two years old. I attended Immaculate Conception School through eighth grade. I 
graduated from Heelan in 1978. My husband and I got married right out of high 
school and started a family. We have three grown children with five, almost six 
grandchildren. 

My husband and I own Knova’s Carpets and so I worked with him for quite a 
few years as his bookkeeper. I worked at other part time jobs throughout my 
adult life. Mostly they were office type jobs. I volunteered with several different 
organizations helping with church, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Mercy Hospital 
breast screenings. I did not go into a full-time job with Sosinc, Inc. until my 
youngest child was a junior in high school. When I worked at Sosinc, Inc. they 
offered some classes through the workplace that were offered by WIT. I took 
advantage of all the classes I could. When Sosinc closed I then went to Gerkin 
Windows for about five years until a position with the American Red Cross 
came up. I was a volunteer with them and when the office position was offered I 
went for it. 

I love working for the American Red Cross. I feel as though this is my calling 
by helping people when the need is there. I love to volunteer and I know by 
working with the Red Cross how much we appreciate volunteers. It has made 
me want to volunteer with other organizations as well. This past fall I also 
went through the Citizens Academy with the Sioux City Police Department 
and the C.E.R.T. program with the Fire Department and Police Department. 
I hope to help out in volunteer opportunities with the police department 
too. I have met several wonderful people that also believe that you need to 
be involved with your community and know how to be prepared and to be 
prepared in the event of an emergency no matter what the type.

I love to spend time with my grandchildren as much as possible. I really love 
to ride my bicycle and hope to try the Ragbrai ride this summer. I also try to walk about five miles nightly.
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Jenni Leigh
Junior League of Sioux City

Hello, my name is Jenny Leigh and I am 26 years old. I am engaged to Jeff 
Wood and getting married on June 30, 2012. I have two wonderful and 
supportive parents, Dennis and Rebecca.  I am the youngest of 4. I have a 
sister, Amy and 2 brothers, John and Darin. I also have a sister-in-law who’s 
married to my brother John. They have a beautiful baby boy named Callen 
Jacob Leigh.  

I am a 2003 graduate of Algona High School in Algona, IA. I am a 2005 
graduate of Iowa Western Community College in Council Bluffs, IA 
where I received an Associate of Applied Sciences degree in Sign Language 
Interpretation. When I first started my career as an interpreter, I worked in 
Spencer, Iowa at an elementary school. Then I moved to South Sioux City, 
NE in March of 2006. I moved to this area due to the high population of 
Deaf people.

I am a sign language interpreter for the South Sioux City Community 
School District. I work one-on-one with a Deaf student making sure they 
get the best access to communication and education. I am a community/
freelance interpreter.  I am also a waiver specialist at Opportunities 
Unlimited. I work with a variety of clients with a range of special needs. We 
work on goals or everyday needs that people take for granted. 

I am an active member of Junior League of Sioux City, a women’s group 
that does community service projects in Siouxland. This year, my position 
in JLSC is Webmaster. I make sure that our website is current and more 
accessible. I am a unified partner in Special Olympics for Nebraska. I 
have also participated in mission trips through my church down south in 
Mississippi and in foreign countries.  Success to me is fulfilling the needs 
of others. I am an individual that puts the needs of others before my own. 

By working with 
children and 
adults with special 
needs, I have the 
opportunity of 
helping make 
changes in their 
lives that will 
better their 
future. I am 
dedicated to 
what I do and 
how I perform.

I enjoy spending 
time with my 
family, fiancé 
and friends. In 
my spare time, I like to go to the movies and hockey 
games with my fiancé.  I also enjoy baking, scrapbooking, fishing, camping 
and traveling. When I can, I go home and visit my family and friends. I have 
had a lot of experiences in my life that I would not trade for the world. My 
dreams for the future is to be happily married, have children and a well-
established career.
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Zach Lewis
Sioux City Police department

I was born in raised in Sioux City. I grew up in Leeds and graduated 
from North High School in 1997. After graduation from the University of 
Northern Iowa in 2001 with a B.A. in Criminology and Sociology, I moved 
to West Palm Beach, Florida. After a year, I came back to Sioux City where 
I was hired by the Sioux City Police Department in 2006 after three years as 
a Social Worker. 

	As a police officer, I have worked in uniform patrol on both watch II and 
watch III (afternoons and overnights). I am currently assigned to the 
Investigative Services Bureau as a School Resource Officer at East High 
School. The is a fun, yet challenging assignment because everyday is different 
because I don’t know if I am going to be a police officer, principal, counselor, 
or teacher. I have aspirations of moving up in the department.

	I have a beautiful wife and two great kids. Michaele and I have been married 
for six years. Jackson will be five at the end of October and Makinley will be 
two in March. We enjoy boating (prior to the floods), going to the zoo, and 
just hanging out together. I enjoy coaching Jackson’s sports teams and I will 
coach Makinley when she is old enough.

	I am on the board of directors for the Sioux City Police Officers Association, 
the Iowa State Police Association, and Rabiner Treatment Center in Fort 
Dodge. The agencies that I volunteer and/or Support are: Special Olympics 
of Iowa, Shop with a Cop, United Way, Goodwill Industries, as well as 
several others.
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Ben Loberg
Central Bank

I was raised in Randolph, a small town in Nebraska, 60 miles West of Sioux 
City on Highway 20. I have lived in Sioux City (Morningside area) for a 
little over six years now. I came to Sioux City in August of 2005 to attend 
Morningside College and play football for the Mustangs. I graduated in 
December of 2008 after playing football for four seasons. I greatly enjoyed 
my time in college; I earned a degree in Business Administration (finance) 
and began many great friendships.

During college I worked part-time as a sales associate and assistant manager 
at Finishline located in the Southern Hills Mall.  After graduation I began 
working for Central Bank as a credit analyst and have since taken on more 
responsibilities as a commercial loan officer. I enjoy my job and the many 
challenges that come with it. 

I met my wife Rebecca in Lincoln, NE at a Nebraska Husker football game 
in 2008. We are both passionate Nebraska fans. We were married August 
7th, 2010 in Cozad, NE (Rebecca’s hometown). We have a two year old 
chocolate lab, Zoey, who we are very fond of. She goes almost everywhere 
we do and keeps us very active. We are also expecting our first child in 
December. We are very excited and feel very privileged to be parents. 
Rebecca and I enjoy spending time with family whenever we get the chance. 

I pride myself on my strong work ethic and integrity. I greatly enjoy watching 
and playing sports and being outdoors whenever possible. I am an avid 
hunter especially with a bow and arrow. I look forward to being a father and 
passing on my values and faith as well as being a positive role model. I intend 
to become more active in church and community activities/volunteering. I 
will strive to make Sioux City an even better place to live. 
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Heather Marreel
Diocese of Sioux City

I grew up on a farm near Hartington, Nebraska and attended Cedar Catholic 
High School.  From there, I attended Wayne State College and graduated in 
1999 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Speech Communications with a 
Double Emphasis in Corporate / Community Relations and Communication 
Studies.

Shortly after graduating college, I moved to Sioux City in 2000 and began a 
career in the marketing and advertising professions. I have had the pleasure 
of working at all of the television stations in Sioux City as an Account 
Executive working with local and regional businesses helping them design 
and implement their advertising strategies.  

In 2004, my career took a different—yet startling similar—turn as I began 
working for the Siouxland Community Blood Bank.  I was honored to be 
named Director of Recruitment & Marketing in 2007 and helped lead my 
department through the transition of merging with the Blood Center of 
Iowa based in Des Moines to create what is now known as LifeServe Blood 
Center.  

In January 2011, I began a new phase of my career as I was named the 
Development & Marketing Coordinator for the Diocese of Sioux City.  My 
new motto in life has become: “You never know where God needs you until 
you find yourself there.” Over the past few months I have worked with a 
wide variety of people and on many fascinating projects—more than I ever 
imagined I would:  I have helped raise over $200,000 in sponsorships for our 
annual “Bishop’s Dinner For Catholic Schools”; I have created the marketing 
and communication plans for our Diocesan Annual Appeal which raises $1.5 
million each year; and I have worked with nearly all of the 17 schools within 
our Catholic school system as they raise funds for the Iowa Student Tuition 
Organization known as the “Monsignor Lafferty Tuition Foundation.”  

Working together, our schools will 
raise almost $2 million through the 
end of the year! 

Asking people to give something of 
themselves—whether it be money 
for advertising, a blood donation or making 
a financial contribution—is not an easy task yet it is one I enjoy immensely.  
Success for me has been found in the strong relationships I have built with 
those around me. Surprisingly, I have learned the more listening I do rather 
than talking seems to help me connect with others.  I have been incredibly 
fortunate to encounter so many people of such diverse backgrounds and 
experiences over the years; I hope they have learned as much from me as I 
have learned from them. 

In my personal life, I am married to Brandon Marreel who works as a 
Certified Athletic Trainer for CNOS and has been at North High School for 
the past seven years.  Together we have two beautiful daughters—McKayla 
who will turn six in October and Peyton who will be three in January. They 
have brought so much joyfulness and happiness to our lives; I can’t imagine 
what our life would be like without them.

We make a concentrated effort to have as much “Family Time” as we can 
with our girls and stress to them how important it is to be surrounded by 
people who love and care for them.  My goal—along with Brandon’s—is to 
raise our daughters to be strong, confident girls who respect differences in 
others and value learning and quality education. We are also teaching them 
how to cheer for the Nebraska Huskers—through good times and bad—and 
we look forward to taking them to their first game at Memorial Stadium 
some day when they are older. 
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Bill Murphy
Cannon Moss Brygger Architects

I was born and raised in Sioux City and a 1991 graduate from East High School. 
After receiving an Associates Degree in Civil Engineering in 1993 in Sioux 
Falls I started taking classes at South Dakota State University in Brookings.  In 
1997 I received a Bachelors in Civil Engineering with emphasis in Structural 
Engineering.

In 1998 I married my college sweetheart and today we have five beautiful children 
together. Since 1997 we have lived in Sioux Falls and Tea, SD, Emmetsburg IA, 
and Sioux City since May of 2008 where we plan to stay. I am the head of the 
structural engineering department at Cannon Moss Brygger Architects in Sioux 
City and enjoy the people that I interact with daily. My wife of 13 years is an RN 
by trade but has put such on hold since 2005 to raise our kids. I am very busy 
with my profession and even more so with family activities. 
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Kim Nelson
Goodwill Industries

I was born and raised in Siouxland.  I have been married to my husband 
Matthew, for almost ten years.  We have two boys Alexander who is seven, 
and Austin who is four.  We have a Husky that is almost ten, named Rio.

Success in my world is simple it is happiness. Life is too short.  

I am a graduate from North High School and completed most of my general 
education at WITCC and moved on to Morningside College where I 
received my Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration, Human 
Resources Management and an emphasis in Finance.

After graduating from Morningside, I found there was not much around 
Siouxland to start off right away in Human Resources so I began on 
career in Retail Management.  I knew that this was not a long term goal 
for me but it did give me some great experience.  After leaving the retail 
world I entered into Human Resources which has been a much better fit 
for me and my family.  I have worked in many different areas of Human 
Resources, Recruiting, 401k Administration, Training, Management, 
Workers Compensation and Safety.  I like the daily changes and challenges 
that Human Resources brings as well as helping others grow as employees 
and individuals.  Currently, I am employed with Goodwill Industries in 
the Human Resources Department as Compensation Specialist/Co Safety 
Director.  I love the diversity of my job and the many people different people 
I work with daily.

My hobbies include spending time with my family, participating in outdoor 
activities, riding motorcycles, reading, and photography.

While in high school, I volunteered for the Cancer Center and helped in the 
Resource Room.  

I was trying to figure 
out what type of 
career path that I 
wanted.  I knew 
I wanted to do 
something to help 
others but I didn’t 
know exactly how 
I intended to do 
that.  I have also 
had several family 
members that have 
suffered from this 
offal disease in 
various different 
types from being 
a victim of Agent Orange and 
the other silent killer, Ovarian Cancer, and many more.  

Our family was deeply impacted by this, and I felt I would like to help other 
patients in any way I could.  Years later, I volunteered with United Way and 
now spend time volunteering helping with Support Sioux land Soldiers, 
Patriot Guard Riders and PTA for Lincoln School.

My biggest aspirations are for my kids, I hope that they grow up to be 
confident, happy, and productive adults that are able to help give back and 
even improve the world we live in.  I try to do my best each day to help 
provide a positive example to my children.
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Mark Niewendorp
Great West Casualty

I was born and raised in Sioux City, Ia. (Morningside area). I have been 
married to Jody for fourteen years. She is a vocal music teacher. We have two 
children, Gerrit who is in the 4th grade at Clark Elementary School and 
Grant who is in the 2nd grade. We have a dog named Rascal that is a Shih-
Tzu Pomeranian mix. 

I attended Briar Cliff College for two years of general studies and then 
went to Western Iowa Tech and obtained my Associate of Applied Science 
Degree in Police Science Technology.  I continued on to Morningside 
College and obtained my Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal Justice. 
I have completed courses in Accident investigation, Advanced Accident 
investigation and accident reconstruction which I was able to utilize in my 
career at Great West. 

Right out of college I was hired by Great West Casualty as an Office Claims 
Processor. (Great West Casualty deals specifically in Semi-Truck Insurance). 
After 3 years of doing that, I was promoted to Liability adjuster. As part 
of this position I was to establish fault in traffic accidents, apply the state’s 
law where the accident took place, and settle claims accordingly.  I would 
participate in mediations; attend depositions and trials of cases that did not 
settle. I was also part of a team that was on call to fly out to catastrophic 
accidents involving deaths, severe injuries and or extensive property damage. 
Just recently I transferred to working on physical damage and cargo claims 
for truckers which involves less travel. I hope to continue with my education 
and further my career at Great West. 

Since my employment with Great West Casualty I have obtained my Senior 
Claims Law Designation, Senior Claims Law Designation Silver, and Senior 
Claims Law Designation Gold. I have obtained my Associate In Claims and 
Associate in Management designations. 

In my spare time I like to be 
outdoors, most of the time it 
is spent attending my kid’s 
activities, baseball games, 
soccer games, and football. 
I enjoy golfing, playing 
basketball and playing 
outdoors with my boys. I 
like sitting inside with my 
family in the winter with a 
good fire. We enjoy going 
family vacations each 
summer. 

I have been involved 
with Big Brothers Big 
Sisters Program as a Big 
Brother. I have also been 
on the Patient Family 
Advisory Board at St 
Luke’s Hospital. I am 
a member of Central 
Baptist Church in Sioux 
City.

Success in my world is getting to the top of my field 
without doing so at the expense of coworkers and others while maintaining 
a balance at home and not neglecting my responsibilities there, my wife and 
children. 
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Chris Norvell
US Bank

I was born in St. Cloud, MN and a year later my family moved to Illinois. My 
family moved to Sioux City in 1973, and has been here since. I am the oldest of 
four children, three boys and one sister. I attended Immaculate Conception and 
graduated from Heelan High School. 

Directly out of high school I joined the Navy. I was trained in the submarines 
and stationed in Pearl Harbor, HI for three years. Upon my return to Sioux 
City, I received my Associates Degree in Accounting from Western Iowa Tech, 
and my BA from Briar Cliff College, with a major in accounting & minor 
in business. I received my MBA from Bellevue University the fall of 1997. I 
obtained my EA (Enrolled Agent) from the IRS in 2006 and in 2008 obtained 
my CPA. 

I am married and have two pets that enjoy walking through the leaves and 
laying in our backyard watching the deer: a black lab and a bischon frieze. I 
have run 10 marathons over the past eleven years. Running these in Iowa and 
the surrounding six states has allowed me to travel the area some. My wife and 
I enjoy traveling to other states and visit family and friends; however my favorite 
yearly trip is to Okoboji with my family (ten aunts/uncles and up to sixty 
cousins). 

While attending WIT, I worked full time as an accountant for a small family 
owned business, during tax season I worked part time for H & R Block as a 
tax preparer. In 2006 I began working at a local CPA firm for three years, and 
currently I operate a tax business out of our home part time, and am currently 
employed full time at US Bank as a Credit Analyst. 
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Shannon Pauling
Argosy Casino

I was born and raised in Siouxland growing up in McCook Lake, SD. I traveled away for my 
first year of college and what ultimately brought me back was family and friends. I attended 
high school at Bishop Heelan and graduated college at The University of South Dakota with 
a Bacholors in Contemporary Media and Journalism. Right out of college I found that I 
need a career that keeps my busy and two years after graduation I landed a job in Marketing 
as Argosy Casino. In the three years that I have been with Argosy I have received three 
promotions starting as the Marketing Assistant and now my current position of Marketing 
Database Supervisor.

I have been married for two years to my husband Chad whom I have known for eight years. 
No children yet but we do have two rambunctious cats Scooter and Romo. 

In my free time I enjoy reading, spending time outside, traveling and going boating 
at McCook Lake. I have spent time volunteering at the Food Bank for the Backpack 
program.
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Gary Pech
Western Iowa Technical Community College

They said I wouldn’t need anything. They also said I’d get a sword.

Just you, the clothes on your back, running shoes on your feet, ten bucks for 
incidentals and your driver’s license; that’s all you’ll need.  True statement. I 
remember standing in my parent’s front yard waiting for the Marine Corps 
recruiter to pick me up and send me away. This was January of 1989.  I was 
really nervous to be leaving home, I don’t remember being too worried about 
joining the USMC though; that was just something I decided to do one day.  
College at USD in Vermillion wasn’t what I had in mind and I felt like I was 
just wasting my time and my parent’s money.

About two months later this former fat kid from Morningside was standing 
on the side of a mountain in somewhere north of San Diego.  I was starring 
at the rest of this mountain our platoon was somehow supposed to climb 
in a few hours. It was zero - dark thirty and I was on fire watch.  My 
companions over the past several weeks; cold, wet, dirty, tired and hungry 
were all present and we had a few hours of complete solitude to contemplate 
life under a vast dark sky full of California stars.  I was also somewhere in 
the middle of trading 40 pounds of college life for what the Commandant of 
the Marine Corps was offering - a lean, mean, light green fighting machine. 
About this time, I was dumping packets of sugar, creamer, and coffee into 
my hand to make some kind of calorie and flavor concoction.  After tossing 
that mess into my mouth, I thought to myself, “I’ll never forget this, and that 
recruiter was right - I really didn’t need anything.”  I was completely happy 
and actually wanted to climb that mountain.  Pretty good for a lazy college 
kid who could barely get to a class on time... if ever.

It was almost as difficult as it looked, but not quite.  That mountain was 
straight up; if you fell forward the mud was only a foot from your face so

it was easy to get up.  The view from 
the top was awesome and I remember 
catching my breath just long enough 
to turn around and repeat the name of 
the mountain (or at least what the Drill Instructors called it - Mt. Mother 
something).  There was no need to climb it, we just had to hike down the 
other side but since it was there why not get some exercise and a great story 
out of it.

This was a defining moment in my life, I learned something at the age of 
19 that I’ve tried to hang onto. Its my nature to seek the easier path but I 
know there is usually something to be gained from taking the longer or more 
difficult road.  I realize the other road may not actually be longer or more 
difficult and convincing myself to take it can be the hardest part.

Having served during wartime and being stationed in Hawaii my entire 
enlistment, I can say the USMC was a great time and I usually recommend it 
to any kid lacking direction out of high school. Since that time I also enlisted 
in the Army Guard, played around on some more mountains and eventually 
finished college.  I used my own resources to pay for school the second time 
around I learned more,  and I know I appreciated it more.

I’ve been a been a husband to a great wife for 18 years, a small business 
owner, unemployed, a truck driving water boy, and a manager for a few 
companies,  I’m lucky to have my family living in Siouxland not too far from 
where my great great grand-father Gus Pech settled when he emigrated with 
his brother to LeMars from Germany in 1870 at the age of 19.  I usually run 
into people I know when I go anywhere in Sioux City; I have several good 
friends and try to stay open minded and busy.

I never did get a sword!
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Chris Rich
185th Refueling Wing

I came to the area because of work. I started in Onawa, just south of Sioux 
City. This is where I met my wife, Rivercade in 1989. I have lived in western 
Iowa for the last 23-plus years. Moved to Le Mars in 1994 and we raised our 
daughter in Le Mars and the Le Mars school system.

Family to me is having a closeness with parents, brothers, sisters and 
immediate family that you don’t have anywhere else. I have a “work family” 
but nothing like the true family.

I don’t know if I can truly describe success until my daughter is out of 
college, on her own and being a productive member of society, that is when 
I will feel like I was a success as a parent. I feel like I have been successful at 
work and in other areas but being a successfule parent is what I will be most 
proud of.

I have been married for 21 years. We have one daughter, Samantha, a dog 
who has more a run of the house than I prefer. I work for the Department of 
Public Safety as an agent for the Division of Criminal Investigation. I have 
been with the department for 23 years and truly enjoy my job. I enjoy golfing 
and trying to exercise.

Being able to volunteer with city projects like sandbagging, park clean up 
and various city projects is what I enjoy. I’m a regular blood donor and have 
also helped the Red Cross with educational programs. I am also a matched 
bone marrow donor.

One of my biggest aspirations is to retire in six years and spend my 
retirement golfing and being near my daughter and maybe someday 
grandchildren. To me that will be a great retirement. 
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I grew up in Nunda, SD (population 50) with my parents and two siblings.  
After graduating from Rutland High School, I went on to the University 
of South Dakota where I received my Bachelor’s degrees in Psychology 
and Alcohol and Drug Abuse Studies in 1996 and my Master’s degree in 
Counseling in 1998.  I got married to my husband Manny in 1997 and 
we moved to Sioux City when he got a job with the Iowa Department 
of Corrections.  I worked at Gordon (now Jackson) Recovery Center’s 
Adolescent inpatient unit as a therapist and then worked at Lutheran Social 
Service as a mental health therapist.  In 2003, I began working at Mercy 
Medical Center’s Child Advocacy Center as a forensic interviewer and 
have been at this position since.  In my job, I work with the Department of 
Human Services and law enforcement agencies and assist them in their child 
abuse investigations.  My job is to interview children who may have been 
abused or have witnessed violent situations.  Although the subject matter can 
be difficult, I absolutely love my job and could not imagine doing something 
different.  I have completed over 2000 forensic interviews in my time at 
the Child Advocacy Center.  I also co-coordinate the Safe Kids Woodbury 
County program, which is an injury prevention program.  I am a certified car 
seat technician and often coordinate safety activities in the community for 
children and parents. 

 In 2002, I had my daughter Emma.  A couple of years later, we found out we 
were having twin boys and decided to move from Sioux City to Elk Point, 
SD to be closer to family because we knew we were going to need help!  My 
sons Alex and Jake were born in 2005.  My husband and I are both coaches 
for our childrens’ soccer teams.  I spent several years as my daughter’s Girl 
Scout troop leader but have recently given up those duties.  My husband and I 
have also been a “Big Couple” to our 17 year old “Little Brother” through Big 
Brothers/ Big Sisters for 11 years.  We encourage our kids to be active so we 
stay very busy with all of our family activities.  

I enjoy running and 
working out.  I have 
run several half 
marathons and have 
completed several 
sprint triathlons.  I 
finished my first 
full marathon last 
fall and as soon 
as the memory of 
how difficult that 
was goes away, I 
will plan my next.  
My plan for the 
spring is to run 
a 200 mile relay 
from Madison, 
Wisconsin to 
Chicago with 
11 other people.  
Running for 
me is a way to 
schedule time for myself and focus.  I started 
running after my twins were about a year old and realized pretty quickly that 
it was one way for me to get out of the house without having to take anyone 
with me.  I also love to have the challenges of competition so try to race when 
I can but have long since given up racing to win.   I’m happy now just to do 
well in my age group or get a personal best!

Amy Scarmon
Mercy Medical Center
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Dan Smith
FEH Associates

Life

I was born in Honolulu in 1953, but didn’t stay long enough to remember 
anything.  My father worked for Caterpillar Tractor Company and we 
moved several times early in my life.   We lived in Florida, Pennsylvania, and 
California before we moved to Peoria, Illinois when I was in first grade.  I 
grew up in Peoria with four brothers and graduated from Richwoods High 
School in 1971.

After a semester in college, I worked as a short order cook in Illinois and on 
the West Coast before spending several years in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
working as a lumberjack and a stained glass artist.

Education

I returned to school in 1979 to study architecture.  I attended Illinois Central 
College for two years followed by a year of architecture school at the Unite 
Pedagogique in Versailles, France.  I then spent three years at the University 
of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana before receiving a Master’s degree in 
Architecture.

Professional

Following school I worked in downtown Chicago for six years as an 
architectural designer for a firm which specialized in the design of libraries.  
I met my wife Patty, who is from Milwaukee, at this time.  We both wanted 
to raise children, but thought Wyoming a better place for that than in the 
big city, so I found myself again out in Jackson Hole.

I worked for an architectural firm for another five years before starting 
my own architectural practice.  My architectural firm did some small 

commercial 
projects but mostly I designed high end second 
homes ranging from one and a half to five million dollars in construction 
cost.  The firm was small with just me or, at times, one or two employees over 
its twelve year stretch.  The  recession in 2008 brought an end to that type of 
project for the most part, which led me to seek employment elsewhere, which 
in turn brought me to Sioux City where I now work at FEH Associates.

Family

Patty and I raised two boys in Wyoming who were both in high school when 
we came to Siouxland.  The older of the two, Drew, is now at Iowa State 
studying mathematics and Keane is a junior at North High School.  Our 
family also includes Pixel and Olie, two cats who moved with us from out 
west.
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William Vit
185th Air Refueling Wing

Father William J. Vit Jr. is the Catholic Chaplain at the 185th Air Refueling 
Wing in Sioux City, Iowa where he has been assigned since January of 2009. 
Father Vit was commissioned a chaplain in the United States Navy in 2002 
and has worked with Naval Support Activity in both Gaeta and Naples, 
Italy. After fulfilling a two year assignment in Storm Lake Iowa, he moved 
to Sioux City and was re-commissioned as a Chaplain in the Air National 
Guard.  He provides religious support to over 900 service members of the 
Air National Guard.  He is also the Rector of the Cathedral of the Epiphany 
in downtown Sioux City since July, 2008. 

Born and raised in Fort Dodge, Iowa, he graduated from UNI with a degree 
in business during which he worked for John Deere in the Information 
Systems department on the Y2K project.  Rather than continue with a 
career in the world of business he decided to enter seminary and pursue 
priestly ministry. Initially he studied philosophy at Conception Seminary 
and languages at Catholic University of America and Middlebury College. 
Father Vit went on to receive his STB in Sacred Theology from the Pontifical 
Gregorian University in Rome, Italy, as well as his graduate degree (STL) 
with a specialization in Patristic Theology. Father currently serves the 
Cathedral through ministry in both English and Spanish.
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Alumni
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Alumni Class of 1986-87
Milton E. Aunan II
St. Luke’s Regional 
Medical Center

Jack L. Alexander
Midwest Power Systems, Inc.

Eunice M. Barnes
Sioux City Community School 
279-6830

Rita K. DeJong
Sioux City School 
274-4000

Don Diperno
AC Rochester

Daniel Dykstra
Eidsmoe Law Firm 
255-8838

Robert G. Ellis
Stoik, Phillips, & Ellis Law Firm

Mark K. Foreman
lowa Air National Guard 
233-0601

David W. Holst
Marian Health Center

Roger Mazour
Pender Community Hospital

Richard McGinnis
Boatmen’s Bank

Dennis W. Menefee
Iowa Air National Guard 
233-0761

Linda Santi
Senate Democrat Research Staff

Deb D. Smith
SmithCo (Sponsored by Western Iowa Tech Community College)

Alice Villone
Western Iowa Tech Community College

Jim Wharton
Diocese of Sioux City 
255-7933

Bonnie J. Wiltse
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center

Virginia G. Winter
Sioux City School 
279-6826
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Alumni Class of 1987-88
Alden Bailey
JEBRO, Inc. 
277-8855

Richard Bolton 
Iowa Air National Guard

Tim Brown
Brown Construction 
232-8880

Craig Butler
Warner Group 
255-5700

David R. Cadwell 
Iowa Air National Guard  
233-0724

Susan J. Christensen
CWA Local 7103 
279-4303

Deborah J. Cook
Great West Casualty 
494-7428

Candace K. Davies
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-6400

Don Faber
Mercy Health Center 
279-2010

Norm Frank
lowa Air National Guard

Patrick F. Gill
County Auditor 
279-6703

Judith Glover
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center 
279-3531

Patricia L. Heagal
City of Sioux City 
279-6345

Gary Holst
Sioux City Schools

Duggan P. Johnson
U.S. West Communication 
279-4632

Ronald Link
Mercy Health Center 
279-2150

Judy Nicolls
City of Sioux City 
279-6110

Joseph Nitzke
Western lowa Tech Community College 
274-6400

James W. O’Donnell
Woodbury County Labor Council 
276-1410

Curtis Olthoff
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center

Rita (Davis) Donnelly
Police Department Volunteer Coordinator 
279-6424

Susan M. Stewart
Midwest Power Systems, Inc. 
277-7587

Thelma T. Thomas
Indian Community College, Winnebago 
(402) 878-2414

Debbie (Walker) Lemmon
Marian Health Center 
279-2294

Gregg Williams
Heidman Law Firm 
255-8838
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Alumni Class of 1988-89
Rhonda B. (Lenagh) Briggs
Iowa Air Nationai Guard  
233-0809

Neva Bookhart
City of Sioux City

Patricia A. Bortscheller
Siouxland Builders Assoc. 
255-9533

Susan L. Church
CWA Local 7103 
279-4594

Terri A. Curry
Morningside College 
274-5104

M. James Daley
Shull Law Firm 
255-4444

Cyndee Dather
Area IV Agency on Aging

Cheryl (Davis) Reynolds
City of Sioux City 
279-6109

David W. Den Beste
Williams and Company

Martin J. Dougherty 
City Council 
279-6102

Kathleen E. Golden 
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation  
255-8871

Beth Hickey
Sioux City Schools

Steve Hoambrecker
City of Sioux City

Dale S. Honken
Heidman Law Firm

Daniel Johnikin
St. Luke’s Gordon Recovery Center

Bill Kaiser
N’West lowa Labor Council 
255-4340

Kevin E. Keyser
MCI Services

Beverly C. Koson
Western lowa Tech Community College 
276-3027

Nelson T. Kraschel
l.B.P., Inc. 
494-2061

Jeffrey T. Krejci
MidAmerican 
277-7414

Francis Langston
Siouxland Medical Education Foundation

Rick J. Mach
City of Sioux City 
279-6150

Bethany S. Manning
Community Volunteer 
239-1846

Philip Masteller
Deceased November 1989

Robert F. Meis
Hellige et al Law Firm 
255-4444

Ira D. Menin 
I-Go Van and Storage Company
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Alumni Class of 1989-90
Rhonda B. (Lenagh) Briggs
Iowa Air Nationai Guard  
233-0809

Neva Bookhart
City of Sioux City

Patricia A. Bortscheller
Siouxland Builders Assoc. 
255-9533

Susan L. Church
CWA Local 7103 
279-4594

Terri A. Curry
Morningside College 
274-5104

M. James Daley
Shull Law Firm 
255-4444

Cyndee Dather
Area IV Agency on Aging

Cheryl (Davis) Reynolds
City of Sioux City 
279-6109

David W. Den Beste
Williams and Company

Martin J. Dougherty 
City of Sioux City

Kathleen E. Golden  
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation  
255-8871

Beth Hickey
Sioux City Schools

Steve Hoambrecker
City of Sioux City

Dale S. Honken
Heidman Law Firm

Daniel Johnikin
St. Luke’s Gordon Recovery Center

Bill Kaiser
N’West lowa Labor Council 
255-4340

Kevin E. Keyser
MCI Services

Beverly C. Koson
Western lowa Tech Community College 
276-3027

Nelson T. Kraschel
l.B.P., Inc. 
494-2061

Jeffrey T. Krejci
MidAmerican 
277-7414

Francis Langston
Siouxland Medical Education Foundation

Rick J. Mach
City of Sioux City 
279-6150

Bethany S. Manning
Community Volunteer 
239-1846

Philip Masteller
Deceased November 1989

Robert F. Meis
Hellige et al Law Firm 
255-4444

Ira D. Menin 
I-Go Van and Storage Company

Clifford L. McMurlyn

Rick J. Pyburn
Consultant 
279-7040

J. Andrew Rodawig
Aalfs Manufacturing Inc. 
252-1877

Gary G. Schroeder
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center

Valerie J. Slagter-Eickholt
Robertson-Lowstuter

Mark D. Stuck
Smith Barney 
277-5492

Cheryl Swanson
City of Sioux City

Scott R. Younie
Mid-Step Services

http://leadershipsiouxland.org


41 www.leadershipsiouxland.org

Alumni Class of 1990-91
David O. Anderson
Main Street

Paula Burwell Reider
Satori Business Solutions

Larry R. Cale
U.S. West Communication 
279-4290

Lawrence J. Debuse
MidAmerican

William D. Ellis
Liberty National Bank

Laura J. (Frank) Brophy
Mercy Medical Center 
279-2010

Mark J. Gingery
Custom Woodworks Ltd. 
252-4357

Carla A. Granstrom
Mercy Health Center 
255-0693

James C. Hamilton
Midlands Choice 
293-7800

Karen Hansen
Mercy Medical Center

Lolly Hansen
Blue Cross and Blue Shield

Charles L. Huntley
Sioux City Schools

Douglas B. Marx
Warner Group 
255-5700

John J. Meis, D.D.S.
Siouxland Dental Health, Assoc. 
252-3440

Robert E. O’Connell
Blue Cross and Blue Shield

Le T. Olsen 
City of Sioux City

James W. Radig
Shull, Cosgrove Law Firm 
255-4444

Dana M. Ralston
MidAmerican 
277-7500

David L. Seiler
Self Employed/Accountant/CPA 
276-4995

Joel “Jody” Sitzmann
Self Employed 
258-6258

Glenn Sussman, Ph.D.
Morningside College

Lora L. VanderZwaag
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-6400

Sharisue Wilcoxon
Briar Cliff University 
279-5321
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Alumni Class of 1991-92
Jeffrey C. Brittain
Mercy Medical Center

Shirle M. Dohrman
City of Sioux City

James L. Dutler
MidAmerican 
277-7725

Lance D. Ehmcke
Heidman Law Firm 
255-8838

Joyce Godwin
Sioux City Public Library

Rae A. Isaacson
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center 
279-3500

Patrick A. Jennings
MidAmerican 
277-7500

Steven R. Jensen
 
Gary Johnson
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center 
279-3500

Tricia Johnson
Blue Cross and Blue Shieid 
279-8420

Flora M. Lee
Northwest Area Education Agency  
(Sponsored by Western Hills AEA) 
222-6000

Dr. Merlin C. Martin
West High School 
279-6772

Diane McLarty
Blue Cross and Blue Shield

W. Brian McNaughton
Mac’s Aire Conditioning 
277-7500

Calvin E. Moss
Berenstein Law Firm

Todd A. Moss
Ruble, Mamura, Moss 
274-2933

Davld Nasternak
Goodwill Industries

Paul V. Nolan
City of Sioux City 
279-6164

J. Gregory Porter 
MidAmerican

Martin J. Pottebaum
276-3469

Laura D. Pratt
Security National Bank 
277-6500

Robert L. Prince
Network Systems + 
274-8838

Christopher C. Rants
State Representative 
233-6042

Rodney H. Reed
WA Klinger Construction 
255-8831

Timothy C. Schenzel
Diesel Consultant, Blue Diamond Parts, Brownsville, TX 
(205) 612-4389

La Vone Sopher
Family Health Care 
239-3300

Gary D. Swaney
Western lowa Tech Community College 
276-6413
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Alumni Class of 1992-93
Roberta S. Ambur
MidAmerican

Beverly A. Baker
Western lowa Tech Community College

Ann Brodersen

Brian E. Buckmeier
Buckmeier & Daane 
252-0900

Martha Burchard
Mercy Medical Center 
279-2010

Chris Cassaday
Security National Bank

Tim Ellison
Gateway

Patrick E. Fleming
Sioux City Police Dept. 
279-6356

Gary Gevik
Pioneer Bank 
244-2511

John A. Green
City of Sioux City

Jane R. Hedlund
Iowa State Bank

Daniel W. Heffernan
Tyson 
402-241-3264

H. Alan Heisterkamp
S.C. Community Schools 
277-4171

Joe H. Hiltner

Michael J. Huser
Boys & Girls Home & Family Services 
252-1133

Rachel I. (Porter) Johnson
Sioux City Journal

John C. Meyers
N’West lowa Labor Council

Timothy O. Mussehl
MidAmerican 
277-7500

Brent D. Nelson
City of Sioux City 
279-6346

Marie H. Ruettgers

Robert F. Santee 
Iowa Air National Guard  
233-0688

Peggy E. Smith
First Federal Bank 
277-0200

Mitchell E. Sorenson
MidAmerican 

Judy Stafford
Boys & Girls Home

Douglas R. Strohbeen
239-4714

Laurence D. Tobin
City of Sioux City 
279-6226

Patrick H. Tott
Tott Law Firm 
494-3012

Susan H. Unger

B.J. Voller
City of Sioux City
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Alumni Class of 1993-94
Ellen C. Andre
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-8733

Jeff Baldus
Boys and Girls Home & Family Services 
293-4700

Peg Becker
Professional Services Group 
239-4004

Lt. Mark A. Bokemper
185 ARW National Guard 
Deceased Oct. 96

Marietta H. Brandt
City of Sioux City

Mike Cummings
Gateway 2000 
232-2000

Deanna Daniels
Morningside College 
274-5131

Patti Dinges
IBP, Inc. 
402-241-2979

Patsy Dougherty
United Real Estate Solutions

Barbara Glackin
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-8733

Corky Gordon
Midwest Power 
277-7765

Mark Hanson
Rocket Auto Wash & Detail Center 
255-0684

Mark Johnson
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center 
279-3934

Jerry Johnson
Blue Cross & Blue Shield 
279-8488

Larry Joslin
First Federal Bank 
277-0200

Mari Kaptain-Dahlen
Mercy Medical Center 
279-2792

Tad Maxwell
Timberlake Development Co. 
1-873-3339

Bruce Moothart
Eidsmoe, Heidman, et. al 
255-8838

Steve Navin
Wells Fargo Bank

Terry O’Gorman
Midwest Gas 
277-7544

Cathy Olson
City of Sioux City 
279-6980

Dante Pastrano
Gateway 2000

Brian Pierce
Sioux City Police Dept. 
279-6360

Tim Rubel
Northwest Iowa Labor Council 
239-1968

Maria Rundquist
Community Volunteer 
255-3136

Gene Sokolowski
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-6419

Carole Utesch
Boys & Girls Home 
255-2321

David Valaer
185th FG Iowa Air National Guard
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Alumni Class of 1994-95
Rosie Centeno
Department of Motor Vehicles, State of NE

Cathy E. Clark
Gateway 2000 
232-2000

Mark Cord
Bellevue & Cameo Apartments 
258-4835

Ryan K. Crayne
Heidman Law Firm

D.G. Cribbs
Siouxland Aging Services 
279-6900

Tead Davis
Mid-American

Charlene Ellis
Crittenton Center/Stella Sanford  
Child Care Center 
258-4321

Dan Fleming
IBP/Tyson

Tom Fleming
IBP/Tyson

Keith Gilsdorf
Morningside College

Terry Glade
Ruble, Mamura, Moss, Brygger 
274-2933

Marty Golub
United Way of Siouxland

Mike Gors
Sioux City Journal 
293-4224

Todd Hammer
Traffic Safety Services Inc. 
252-1399

Rosie Hansen
City of Sioux City 
279-6852

Michele Haupt
City of Sioux City 
279-6303

Barbara-Anne Huculak
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-6400

R. Alan Jonagan
Nation’s Bank

Jane M. Keairns
Computer Support

Ronda Keenan
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center 
279-3555

Rose-Marie 
Kleinwolterink
Area IV Agency on Aging, Inc. 
276-3704

Kevin Lloyd
Siouxland Cablecom

Monette Rae Neville
City of Sioux City 
279-6222

Rich Puttmann
Pioneer Bank 
277-2511

Gregg J. Rosenberger
Iowa Air National Guard

B.J. Schneiderman
First Federal Bank 
277-0200

Joel Steenhoven
Siouxland Federal Credit Union 
494-1100/494-2073

Rosey Stronck
Clinical Therapist 
Boys & Girls Home & Family Services 
277-4031

Bob Tobin
HGM Associates Inc.

Jeff Trometer
MidAmerican 
277-7628

Barb Willis
Western Iowa Tech Community College

Vikki Wise
Siouxland Community Health Center 
252-2477
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Alumni Class of 1995-96
Larry Atwood
Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
277-3081

Carol Barnes
Klass Law Firm 
252-1866

Tom Baurichter
US Bank 
277-1500

Scott C. Briggs
Tri-State Dental Lab 
252-4619

Stephanie J. (Brink) 
Hokanson
Sioux City Community Schools 
239-7030

Wayne Carter
Hawkeye Adjustment Service 
258-7145

Aaron M. Clark
Sioux City Police Department 
279-6147

Ester Mae Cox
Iowa State University Extension - 
Woodbury County

Rita C. Grimm
Heidman Law Firm 
255-8838

Gregory C. Grupp
Wells Fargo Bank 
277-7165

Steve E. Hollonbeck
Mid-American Energy 
277-7959

Chuck Hirsch
Sioux City Fire Department 
279-6145

Karen A. Hoss
City of Sioux City 
279-6348

Mike S. Huber
Equitable Agri-Business, Inc. 
232-9937

Darrell A. Jesse
Crary, Huff, Inkster, Hecht, Sheehan, P.C. 
277-4561

Rick Johnson
Iowa Army National Guard

Merlyn L. Kathol
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-8733

Russell K. Kock
City of Sioux City

Peggy A. Layhee
US Bank 
277-0760

Michael D. Miller
Marian Health Center

Barbara J. Newhouse
Alzheimer’s Association

David R. Olson
Wells Fargo 
277-7161

Laura L. Pinto
Wells Blue Bunny 
271-7081

Gilbert Sanchez
Western Iowa Tech Community College

Jackie M. Seymour
United Way of Siouxland

Mike N. Sunderman 

Brian E. Thiele
City of Sioux City Fire Department 
279-6314

Mary B. Tobin
Western Iowa Tech Community College

Dean Williams
Goodwill Industries 
258-4511
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Alumni Class of 1996-97
David A. Ahlers
Sioux City Fire Department 
279-6314

Amy E. Allison Karras
Aalfs Manufacturing 
252-1877

Lynn R. Brown
St. Luke’s Health System 
Grandview

Lori A. Burkett
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center

Cyndi Shiou-Hua Chen
Western Iowa Tech Community College

Keith J. Clardy
City of Sioux City

James R. Clark, Jr.
Sioux City Fire Department 
279-6314

Tom Considine
Iowa Air Guard 
Deceased

Sharlene E. Drefs
Marian Health Center 
279-2010

Melissa K. Durst
First Federal Savings Bank 
277-0361

John P. Fitzsimmons
Great West Casualty 
494-8563

Glenda K. Gallisath
Sponsored by Western Iowa Tech 
Community College

Kerry Gill
City of Sioux City 
279-6111

Charles H. Golliher
MidAmerican Energy Co. 
277-7656

Phyllis A. Hayworth

Maxine E. Kilstrom
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center 
279-3500

Rodney D. Koch
Great West Casualty 
494-2411

Mary Lichtenberg 
Anderson
Great West Casualty 
494-2411

Clay W. Lindstrom
MidAmerican Energy Co. 
233-4841

Beckie G. (Maahs) 
Wahlberg
Gateway 2000 
232-2729

Connie A. McKnight
Sioux City Public Library 
252-5669

Marge M. Meier
Wells Fargo 
277-7155

Stephanie Mohrhauser
City of Sioux City 
279-6275

Robert A. Piechota
Briar Cliff University 
279-5440

Ron L. Simmons
City of Sioux City 
279-6164

John Steunenberg
Sioux City Community School District 
279-6842

Nikki J. (Swanson) Nieman
Nations Bank 
252-3467

Melinda L. Trobaugh
City of Sioux City 
279-6103

Charles E. Trullinger
Heidman Law Firm

D. Craig Whitehead
City of Sioux City

Vicki Wollman

http://leadershipsiouxland.org


48 www.leadershipsiouxland.org

Alumni Class of 1997-98
Connie J. Aasen
Sabre Communications

Frank E. Affannato
Patton Insurance

P. Michele Arduengo
Morningside College

Jim F. Anderson

Matthew J. Basye
FEH Associates, Inc. 
252-3889

Tina M. (Bawden) Stroud
St. Luke’s, Children’s Miracle Network

Catherine B. Bishop
Great West Casualty Company 
494-7287

Kimbery Phelps Blaeser
Bekins Distribution Center 
232-4852

Peggy M. Burns
Western Iowa Tech Community College

Annette M. Carlson
First Federal Savings Bank 
277-0200

Cindy Collins
Siouxland Federal Credit Union 
494-2073

Kevin R. Connot
Great West Casualty Company

Jane M. Engelhardt
MidAmerican Energy Co. 
233-4805

Michele M. Evink
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center

Kevin J. Godwin
Ruble Mamura Moss Brygger Architects 
274-2933

Douglas C. Grindberg
City of Sioux City 
279-6276

Kelly Hansen
Sioux City Fire Department 
279-6376

Jeffrey S. Holloway
Crittenton Center 
252-8262

Eileen A. Iversen
Wells Fargo Bank 
277-7175

Brenda G. Jones
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center

Kathy L. Kelly
Sioux City Public Library 
255-2933

Jodie M. Kraayenbrink
US Bank 
274-2992

Charles Kuester
City of Sioux City

Justin L. Miller
Miller Bros. Furniture 
255-3575

Craig R. Olson

Jan I. Olson 
Sioux City Schools (East) 
274-4012 

Rhonda R. Pennings
Northwest Iowa Community 

Frank E. Philipp
Mercy Medical Center

Edward C. (Ted) Poulsen
Heidman Law Firm

Larry L. Stille
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center
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Alumni Class of 1998-99
Joseph E. Ascherl
185th ARW Iowa Air Guard 
233-0546

Lesley M. Bartholomew

Cynthia C. Beauman
St. Luke’s Health System

Carol Boots
City of Sioux City 
279-6348

Dawn Bratvold
First Federal Savings Bank 
277-0200

Dean Burger
MidAmerican Energy Co. 
233-4805

Susan M. Day
Wells Fargo Bank 
277-7164

Joseph P. Delperdang 
Sterling, Delperdang and Co., P.C. 
255-8081

Kevin L. Fouts
185th ARW Iowa Air National Guard 
233-0541

Anne Garreans
Briar Cliff University 
279-5321

Helene P. Hector
The Siouxland Community Health Center 
252-0733

Gloria James
Sioux City Community Schools 
279-6082

Caroline K. Kaltefleiter
Morningside College

Rachel A. Lewis
Ruble Mamura Moss Brygger 
274-2933

Cody M. McCullough
Crary, Huff, Inkster, Hecht & Sheehan, PC 
277-4561

Tonya M. Merrigan 
Morningside College

Nancy Metcalf
Oak Leaf Management 
239-6851

Dan W. Moser
State of Iowa, Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation 
252-0507

JoAnn Decker Nyholm
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center

Ryan C. Ross
Vriezelaar Law Firm 
252-3226

Jennifer L. Shumansky
Boys and Girls Home 
494-4185/252-1133

Carole L. Sierk
Sioux City Community Schools 
279-6836

Michael D. Smith
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-8733

Sherry L. Spies

Kendall J. Strand

Richard Van Hatten 
MidAmerican Energy Co. 
233-4858
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Alumni Class of 1999-00
David J. Anderson
MidAmerican Energy Company 
277-6307 

John C. Baker
C.W. Suter 
252-3007 

Laurie L. Baldwin
M.B.S., Inc. 
258-5240 

Amanda E. H. Beller
Windows America 
255-8300

Joann M. Black
Wells Fargo Bank 
277-7143

Randy Carpenter
City of Sioux City

Clara A. Egbadon
Siouxland Residential  
234-1055

Larry Fillipi 
Great West Casualty 
185th ARW Iowa Air Guard 
494-2411

Terry B. Gaalsw yk
Sponsored by Western Iowa Tech Community College 

Mary Green-Warnstadt
Sioux City Museum 
279-6174

Deborah F. Hale
BCP Enterprise, Inc. 
252-0361

Shannon E. Hansen
LeGrand & Company 
277-1070

Mark Johnson
City of Sioux City 
279-6227

Aaron Kraft
City of Sioux City 
279-6227

Shanda R. Murphy
BPI

Lisa A. Niebuhr
Alzheimer’s Association

Deborah J. Peterson
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-6400

Mary R. Pickens
Community Volunteer

Dee A. Polak
Downtown Partners 
252-0014

Daniel W. Raak
Siouxland Regional Cancer Center 
252-0088

Kathryn A. Ranniger
St. Luke’s Health System 
279-3934

Brent A. Ruch
Dakota County Bank 
494-4215

Patrick L. Sealey
Heidman Law Firm 
255-8838

David A. Simon
185th ARW Iowa Air Guard 
233-0526

Joseph A. Strub
Wells Fargo Bank

DeeAnn Zimmerman
Great West Casualty  
494-7287
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Alumni Class of 2000-01
Joan A. Allen
Sioux City Public Library 
255-2924

Carey C. Anderson
City of Sioux City 
279-6970

Lonnie Bermel
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center 
279-3404

Katherine A. (Budden) Van 
Rooyan

Barbara S. Butler
Sioux City Community School District 
279-6816

MSGT Deborah Carson
185th FW Iowa Air National Guard 
233-0538

Jeffery M. Eaton
Pioneer Bank 
244-2511 

Dr. Verlyn G. Fick 
Southeastern Community College 
West Burlington, IA 
(866) 722-4692

Bryan M. Getchell
Sioux City Community School District 
279-6086 

Dr. Richard F. Hettinger
The Dental Depot 
239-5812

Vickie Hirchert
Great West Casualty 
494-7248

Marci L. Iseminger
Crary Huff Law Firm 
277-4561

Troy A. Jasman
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-6400

Amy N. Keairns
City of Sioux City 
279-6274

Donald R. Leiting
KPTH

Laura Lindgren
Gelita, USA 
943-0310

Patrick F. McKinlay
Morningside College 
274-5361

Tom A. Poznanski
Great West Casualty 
494-7230

Chief MS Michael Newman
185th ARW Iowa Air National Guard 
233-0627

Mark Reinders
MidAmerican Energy 
277-7866

Tina M. Sabag-Hodne
Berenstein Law Firm 

Margaret Sanders
Council on Sexual Assault  
and Domestic Violence 
277-0131 

Carol A. Schuldt
Great West Casualty  
494-7413

Brooke (Simmons) Goodwin
Deceased, 2008

Major Neil A. Stockfleth
USDA National Resources Conservation  
& Iowa Air National Guard 
943-6727

Joel M. Weyand
Morningside College 
274-5322

Robert S. Wilson
Sioux City Fire Department 
279-6262

Jeff Wright
Heidman Law Firm 
255-8838

Gayle (Yeska) Jeffers
Sioux City Education Association 
274-4018
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Alumni Class of 2001-02
Julie Adam
Wells Fargo Bank 
224-2604 

Rosa A. Bailey
American Pop Corn Company 
239-1232

Kathryn E. Burkholder

Deanna Butcher
St. Luke’s Health System 
279-3734

Brian N. Crichton
Ruble, Mamura, Moss, Brygger Architects 
224-3117

George E. Duchossois
Great West Casualty  
494-7498

Eddie Dunn
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-8733 x1268

Carolyn M. Elwinger
Foundation Director, Western Iowa Tech.

G.R. Gardiner
Burke Engineering Sales  
255-5091

Michelle M. Gaukel
Pioneer Bank

Emma Hewitt
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-6400 x1250

Mary Holzerland
Great West Casualty  
494-7228

Marvin D. Johnson
Great West Casualty  
494-7214

Don L. Klynsma
Henjes, Conner, Williams,  
& Grimsley, LLP 
277-3931

Sarah J. Kuehl Kleber
Heidman Law Firm 
255-8838

Ed B. Lord

Marty C. Mahler
Sponsored by Sioux City Community 
School District/NorthStar Consulting

Nicole L. Margeas
Sioux City Community School District 
279-6845

Lori K. McClaren
Gelita, USA 
943-1681

Mark E. Nibaur
MidAmerican Energy  
233-4870

Stephanie Palmer-Eastman
Gateway, Inc. 
232-2000 x27329

Cheryl J. Pappadackis
Sioux City Community School District 
279-6813

Teresa K. Rosenboom
Siouxland Chamber of Commerce 
255-7903

Michael W. Schuh
Sterling, Delperdang & Co., P.C. 
255-8081

Jerry R. Self, Jr.
185th ARW Iowa Air National Guard 
233-0779

Matthew Simon
Wells Fargo Bank

Toi A. Sullivan
FEH Associates Inc. Architects-Engineers 
252-3889

Janet K. Vorce

Russell L. Wermers
US Bank, NA 
277-0731

Theresa Weaver Basye
Sioux City Public Museum 
279-6174
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Alumni Class of 2002-03
Cynthia Aspeotis
First Federal Bank 
277-0246 

Nancy Baker-Pence
Sioux City Community School District 
780-0003

Lisa Burkholder
M+ 
252-4014

Robert Carruth
Sioux City Journal 
293-4320

Robert Coacher
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-8733, ext. 2214

Doug Fitcher
City of Sioux City 
279-6256

Kevin Grieme
Siouxland District Health Department 
279-6119

Stacy Harmelink
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center 
279-7963

Misty (Harnisch) Miller
MidAmerican 
277-7797 

Brett Hegarty
American Pop Corn Company 
239-1232

Ann Hoeppner
Electric Engineering 
258-5234

Lori Hollingshead
City of Sioux City  
279-6886

Virginia Janicek
U.S. Bank 
277-0762

Jaren Johnson
Mercy Medical Center 
279-2139

Kent Kolbe
Pioneer Bank 
943-6857

Tammy Lee
Siouxland Area Chapter,  
American Red Cross 
252-4081

Mark Lewis
Sioux City Journal 
293-4251

Lisa Max
Alzheimer’s Association 
279-5802

Tony McDermott
185th ARW Iowa Air National Guard 
233-0607

Kristin Noreen
Sioux City Community School  
District Education Association 
279-6734

Randy Oligmueller
Great West Casualty Company 
494-7437

Joan Peyer
232-9517

Mark Roos
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
233-4236

Michael Schrock
185th ARW Iowa Air National Guard 
233-0648

Shawn Streck
185th ARW Iowa Air National Guard 
233-0751

Renee Wobb
The Globe 
233-7574

Trish Wieland 
Lingenfolter
Briar Cliff University
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Alumni Class of 2003-04
Richard Andersen
Sioux City Fire Department 
279-6125

Tom Bates
City of Sioux City 
279-6276

Donna Beck-Willems
Argosy Casino-Sioux City 
294-5686

Robin Bollinger
Siouxland Community Foundation 
(Sponsored by Jackson Recovery Centers)

Jerry Collins
185th ARW Iowa Air National Guard 
233-0609

Michelle Ehrhard
City of Sioux City

Joe Gormally
Gormally Enterprises

Kyle Hueser
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-8733

John Johnson
Tyson Foods 
235-2534 

Karen Kenter Blumberg
Food Bank of Siouxland

Rosalynd Koob
Heidman Law Firm 
255-8838

Cyndi Hansen
Great West Casualty  
494-7471

Amy Lechtenberg
Great West Casualty Company  
494-7842

Stuart Lee
Grandy Pratt Co. 
274-8214

Nancy Mack
U.S. Bank 
277-0701

Lisa McGaffey
American Pop Corn Company 
239-1232

Michael McGowan
Great West Casualty Company  
494-7308

David Miller
185th ARW Iowa Air National Guard 
233-0700

Kristie Miller-Arlt
Catholic Diocese  
(Sponsored by Jackson Recovery Centers) 
234-2383

Tami Mullenix

Belia Padilla
Western Iowa TechCommunity College 
274-6400

Sue Petersen
City of South Sioux City 
494-7594

Heather Rubel
Sioux City Community School District 
279-6669

Kris Shannnon
Alzheimer’s Association, Big Sioux Chapter 
279-5802

Kurt Sparkman
Gelita USA 
943-1651

Jennifer Stubbs
BPI Technology, Inc. 
217-8000

Jon Timmis
Mercy Medical Center 
279-5992

Mel Williams
Sioux City Police Department 
279-6373

Pam Woolridge Perez
American Red Cross 
252-4081

Kory Zimney
St. Lukes’s Health System 
279-3195
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Alumni Class of 2004-05
Douglas Breon
MidAmerican Energy Company 
233-4805 

Stephanie Brown
Opportunities Unlimited 
277-8295

William Burrack
Gelita North America 
943-5516 

Lea Clausen
Mercy Medical Center Foundation 
279-2475 

Christine Case
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-8733 

Lisa Claeys
Sioux City Police Department 
279-6390

Tom Everett
Sioux City Fire Department 
279-6376

Linnea Fletcher
Jackson Recovery Centers 
234-2376

Stephanie Groves
First Federal Bank 
274-6750

Lawrence Jensen, III
Wells Fargo 
277-7183

Joyce Kizzier
Diocese of Sioux City 
255-7933

Michael Kurtz
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
274-6400

Makenzie Lang
The Siouxland Initiative 
255-7903 

Kim Mathers
Terra Industries, Inc. 
233-6411

Rachelle Murphy
Great West Casualty Company 
494-7223

Eric Newhouse
Sponsored by Alzheimer’s Association

Carrie Radloff
Tri-State Graduate Center 
274-1277

Eve Sanford
Sioux City Community School District 
279-6804 

Kathleen M. Spohr
Iowa-Nebraska State Bank 
252-3700

Monica Stabile
Powell Broadcasting 
239-2100

Paul Wilcoxon
Terra Industries Inc. 
293-4650
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Alumni Class of 2005-06
Damon Baier
Gelita USA

Don Claeys
Action Moving & Storage

Jeremy Craighead
Security National Bank

Vicki Dewitt
185th FW, Iowa Air National Guard

Paula Dively
Siouxland Federal Credit Union

Monica Fay
Pioneer Bank

James Goebel
St. Lukes Regional Medical Center

Sarah Hansen
Great West Casualty Company

Zachary Johannsen
185th FW, Iowa Air National Guard

Ryan Johnson
Mercy Medical Center

Brent Koch
Cannon Moss Brygger Associates

Kristin Koch
St. Lukes Regional Medical Center

Paula Oehlerking
First Federal Savings

Lisa Peterson
Heidman Law Firm

Jill Sullivan
Western Iowa Tech Community College

Faye Tomkins
St. Lukes Regional Medical Center

Kim Willer
MidAmerican Energy

Sara Yeager
Great West Casualty Company

Doug Young
Sioux City Police Department
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Alumni Class of 2006-07
Tracy Boever
JollyTime Pop Corn 
(712) 239-1232

Matt Campbell
Security National Bank 
(712) 277-6741

Jeremy Cross 
Heidman Law Firm 
 (712) 255-8838

Cindy Enright
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center 
(712) 279-3500

Gareth Fleischer
185th Iowa Air National Guard 
(712) 233-0765

Kathy G. Heffner 
Clarion Hotel and Conference Center 
Sponsored by: Powell Broadcasting Company 
(712) 277-4101

Mark Johnson
American Family Insurance 
(712) 274-1045

Cecily Johnston
BPI Technology, Inc. 
605-217-8141  
Home phone: 402-632-1323

Andy Kerkhoff 
Camp Dresser & McKee, Inc. (CDM)  
(712) 899-6365

Shelby Kruse
Sponsored by Siouxland Chamber of Commerce 
(712) 255-7903

Mick Lefler
Sioux City Police Department 
(712) 279-639

Cindy Marshall
Makota Marketing, LLC

Pat McCann 
Sioux City Police Department 
(712) 279-6445

Justin Meyer
FEH Associates Inc. 
 (712) 252-3889

Melody L. O’Connor
Junior League of Sioux City 
(712) 234-1279

Kevin Owens
First Federal Bank 
(712) 277-0300

Tammie Pech 
American Red Cross (Sponsored by Pioneer Bank)

Lillyan Rodriguez
Junior League of Sioux City 
(712) 255-0072

Charles J. Ryherd
Great West Casualty Company 
 402-494-7373

Dawn Stansbury
Sioux City Community School District 
(712) 274-4039

Jeff Thorn
Olsson Associates 
(712) 234-3026
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Alumni Class of 2007-08
Rick Allely
Business Development Manager 
JEO Consulting Group, Inc. 
(402) 392-9924 
Sponsored by  
Sioux City Economic Development

Kris Binneboese
Branch Manager, US Bank 
(712) 277-1500

Cindy Brewer
Account Representative 
Proctor and Gamble 
Junior League of Sioux City 
(712) 255-6619

Rhonda Brockamp
Reinsurance Accountant 
Great West Casualty Company 
(402) 494-8530

Ashli Daniko
Manager of LEAN Operations 
Mercy Medical Center, Sioux City 
(712) 279-2793

Jon Determan
MRO Underwriting Supervisor 
Great West Casualty Company 
(605) 232-4806

Tracy Feathers
Director of Marketing 
June E. Nylen Cancer Center 
(712) 252-9426

Barbara Dinelli
Caregiver Specialist 
Siouxland Aging Services 
(712) 279-6900

Beau Fey
Intern Architect 
Cannon Moss Brygger & Associates, 
Architects 
(712) 274-2933

Philip Frank
Stan/Eval boom Operator 
185th ARW, Iowa Air National Guard 
(712) 233-0218

Jean Grove
Health and Safety Services Director 
Siouxland Area Chapter of the American 
Red Cross 
(712) 252-4081

Michael Hamm
Sergeant 
Sioux City Police Department 
(712) 293-4506

Stacie Henderson
District Literacy Strategist 
Sioux City Community Schools 
(712) 224-7446

Erin Hoekstra
Vice President, Commercial Banking 
Vantus Bank 
(712) 277-0394

Geoff Hubbard
Recreation Superintendent 
City of Council Bluffs 
(712) 541-3020 
Sponsored by the City of Sioux City

Dean Karras
Operations Accounting Manager 
BPI 
(605) 217-8000

Jim Kolker
Diagnostics Services Liaison 
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center 
(712) 279-3687

Jackie Loghry-Pirner
Sponsored by  
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center

Michel Manthorne
Sergeant 
Sioux City Police Department 
(712) 279-3472

Rhonda Morhauser
Work Comp Claims Supervisor 
Great West Casualty Company 
(402) 494.8561

Brenda Noll
Vice President of Community Assistance 
Junior League of Sioux City 
(712) 252, 1861, ext. 31

Chris Radloff
Owner/Freelance Designer/Photographer 
HippieBoy Design 
(712) 898-5220

Teresa Ramold
Branch Operations Specialist 
US Bank 
(712) 258-0446

Matt Ricke
Center Manager, BioLife Plasma Services 
Co-Sponsored by the Downtown Rotary  
and Manpower 
(712) 274.5906

Dr. Renee Romig
Instructor 
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
(712) 274-8873

Briget Solomon
Director of Organizational Planning 
Goodwill Industries 
(712) 258-4511

Brad Thelander
Aircraft Maintenance, 185th ARW 
Aircraft Maintenance Supervisor, Tyson 
(712) 233-0602 or (712) 277-9380

Jeffrey Vore
Project Manager 
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
(712) 274-6400, ext. 4201
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Alumni Class of 2008-09
Alison Benson
S.C. Community School District 
(712) 224-7471

Michelle Bostinelos
SIMPCO/Junior League 
(712) 279-6286

Maegan Brown
St. Luke’s Health Foundation 
(712) 279-3900

Zac Chwirka
Sioux City Police Department 
(712) 279-6104

Kathy Collins
St. Luke’s Regional  
Medical Center 
(712) 279-1809

Cody Delperdang 
Great West Casualty Company 
(402) 494-7333

Stacey Eben
FEH Associates, Inc. 
712.252.3889

Matthew Erion
Cannon Moss Brygger & 
Associates

Maria Gonzales
Northeast Community College, 
sponsored by SOS Staffing 
(402) 241-6400

Stephanie Grieme
Heritage Bank 
(712) 255-5713

Diane Hargens
Western Iowa Technical 
Community College 
(712) 274-6400

Troy Hedlund
Sioux City Fire Rescue 
(712) 279-6377

Allison Henderson
City of Sioux City 
(712) 279-6280

John Horton
Sioux City Police Department 
(712) 279-6147

Jeanette Keairns
Great Southern Bank 
(712) 277-0218

Amber Kilburn
Opportunities Unlimited 
(712) 277-8295

Lisa Kroger
Great West Casualty Company 
(402) 494-7255

James Meehan
Great West Casualty Company 
(402) 494-7751

Vernon Meyer
Sponsored by  
Sioux City Gospel Mission 
(712) 255-1769 ext. 16

Connie Miller
185th Refueling Wing,  
Air National Guard 
(712) 233-0242

Rick Mullin
Mullin Awning & Siding Co. 
(712) 252-3807

Staci Page
Page Tax Service, Inc. 
(712) 271-2182

Anne Phetteplace
Powell Broadcasting/ 
Downtown Sioux City Rotary 
(712) 239-2100

Lois Pirozek
St. Luke’s Regional Med. Center 
(712) 279-7904

Phillip L. Ramsey
MidAmerican Energy

Ike Rayford
Rayford & Associates, LLC 
(712) 203-2052

Marti Reilly
Sioux City Police Department 
(712) 279-6356

Joe Rodriguez
Sioux City Fire Department 
(712) 279-6278

Dan Roupe
185th Air Refueling Wing,  
Iowa Air National Guard 
(712) 233-0412

Eric Rubel
State Steel Supply Company 
(712) 277-4000

Jeremy Saint
Crary Huff Law Firm 
(712) 277-4561

Angie Schneiderman
Berenstein, Moore, Heffernan, 
Moeller & Johnson, L.L.P. / 
Junior League of Sioux City 
(712) 252-0020

Gw yn Schramm
Monsanto 
(314) 694-1000

Richard Sindt
BPI Technologies 
(605) 217-8000

Vicki Thomas
Security National Bank 
(712) 277-6500

Matthew Thomsen
Western Iowa Technical 
Community College 
(712) 274-6400, ext. 4207

Beth Trejo
Siouxland Chamber of Commerce 
(712) 255-7903

Angel Wallace
City of Sioux City 
(712) 279-6291

http://leadershipsiouxland.org


60 www.leadershipsiouxland.org

Alumni Class of 2009-10
Andrea Albrecht
Junior League of Sioux City/
Western Iowa Technical 
Community College 
(712) 274-8733, ext. 3230

Genny Arreola
Western Iowa Technical 
Community College 
(712) 274-6400

Joseph Bousquet
185th Air Refueling Wing,  
Air National Guard 
(712) 233-0273

Patrick Breyfogle
Sioux City Police Department 
(712) 279-6147

Alexandria Carter
Hawkeye Adjustment 
(712) 258-7145

Dustin Courey
Great West Casualty 
(402) 494-7227

James Cunningham
Sioux City Police Department 
(712) 279-6394

Christopher Groves
Sioux City Police Department 
(712) 279-6440

Annette Hamilton
Ho-Chunk, Inc. 
(402) 878-2809

Jennifer Eck Hamman
Siouxland Red Cross

Rodney Hanson
Olsson Associates 
(712) 234-3022

Niki Heck
Junior League/Aventure Staffing 
(712) 258-2453

Greg Hoffman
Security National Bank 
(712) 277-6537

Roger Howard
185th Air Refeuling Wing, 
Air National Guard 
(712) 233-0779

Karrie Jaacks
Neumann Monson Wictor 
Architects 
(712) 255-3610

John Kayl
Sioux City Police Department 
(712) 279-6147

brad Keenan
Great West Casualty Company 
(402) 494-7843

Vilay Keokenchanh
Goodwill Industries 
(712) 258-4511

Courtney Koch
Cannon Moss Brygger Architects 
(712) 274-2933

Treyla Lee-Chavis
Sioux City Public Museum 
(712) 279-6174

Michaele Lewis
US Bank 
(712) 277-0693

Megan Meyer
St. Luke’s Regional  
Medical Center 
(712) 279-3295

Jonathon Murad
Iowa Workforce Development 
(712) 2233-9030, ext. 1007

Mandi Parker
City of Sioux City  
Parks & Recreation 
(712) 279-6162

Kathy Perret
Northwest Area  
Education Agency 
(712) 222-6370

Craig Posson
Great West Casualty Company 
(402) 494-7738

Deric Redmond
RBC Wealth Management 
(712) 277-8200

Sharon Robertson
Siouxland Community  
Health Center 
(712) 202-1012

Emma Rooney
Argosy Casino 
(712) 294-5688

Deena TOwnley
Heidman Law Firm 
(712) 222-4109

Tonya Vakulskas
United Real Estate Solutions 
(712) 899-6328

Kelee Van Bruggen
SIMPCO 
(712) 279-6286

Sam Wagner
City of Sioux City 
(712) 279-6159

Steele Welcher
Western Iowa Technical 
Community College 
(712) 301-5106

Renee Welte
Wells Dairy Inc. 
(712) 546-4000

Jill Wooster
March of Dimes 
(712) 277-3370
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Alumni Class of 2010-11
Gerry Bennett
Sioux City Fire Department

Ryan Bertrand
Sioux City Police Department

Melissa Cain
Great West Casualty

Lawrence Christensen
185th Air Refueling Wing

Kimberly Coon
American Red Cross

Kathy erion
Canon Moss Brygger Architects

Zach Ganesbom
Farm Credit Services of America

Chris Gehner
Aramark High Education

A. Kari Hildring
Goodwill

Michelle Holms
Security National Bank

Terry Ivener
Sioux City Police Department

Susan Jerdee
Junior League/Aventure Staffing

Jacilyn Joaquin
Argosy Casino

Tori Kitcheyan
Ho-Chunk, Inc.

Kyle Konopasek
Mills, Shellhammer, Puetz & Associates

Chris Krueger
Great Southern Bank

Anna Linn
M+ Architects

Joseph Maffit
Analytic Services, Inc.

Chad Markham
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center

Gayle Miille
United Real Estate Solutions

Rex Mueller
Sioux City Police Department

Dr. Terry Murrell
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center 
(Children’s Miracle Network)

Martin Reimer
Western Iowa Tchnical Community College

Matt Robins
Mercy Medical Center

Matt Romkey
St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center

Edward Sauley
185th Air Refueling Wing

Dale Seguin
Great West Casualty

Carey Snow
Jackson Recovery Centers

Ron Speckman
FEH & Associates

Matt Stachowitz
Security National Bank

Krista Wassenaar
DeWild Grant Recert & Associates
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In Remembrance
The Board would also like to thank the family of Donald and Darlene 
Bermel (Lonnie and Lori Bermel) for the generous donation and 
establishment of the Donald and Darlene Bermel Scholarship Fund, after 
Donald passed in March 2007. Donald and Darlene’s love of others and 
their passion to help others will continue on long into the future.

 

(Donald and Darlene’s son Lonnie was a 2001 Leadership graduate, a longtime 
Board Member and was president of the Board ending his term in 2006.)
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